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L iving in Ordinary 
Time Extraordinary 

he seasons of the church act as bookmarks 
for those of us who follow the Holy 
Calendar of the comings and goings of the 

year. These seasons Ð Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost Ð all are special 
times, extraordinary times that celebrate the 
variety of experience of ChristÕs spiritual journey. 
     But now those seasons are memories. For the 
next five months we move through another kind of 
season, a season called Ordinary Time. This is 
when we are not celebrating those special 
occasions, but are examining the day-to-day 
realities of our lives. This time is when we leave 
behind the mountaintops and walk each week on 
the plains.  
     In the bright light of every day we find who we 
are and what we achieve when we are living in the 
here and now.  In the day-to-day we discover the 
love of our families and friends when we are not 
looking for those special moments. In the 
everyday we encounter the face that looks back at 
us in the mirror on mornings when the sun has yet 
to prove itÕs another day.  
     These are the days when we can prove the love 
of God to those around us because no particular 
season calls us to show only our brighter sides. 
Here we find the true nature of GodÕs love, when 
itÕs just part of our ordinary way of living.  
Blessings. 

      

 

Mark Your Calendars: 
Music for the Soul   
Jennifer Noyer Writes: 
     Classical duo by Denise Turner on bassoon and 
Carla Lehmeier-Tatum on cello will come to Holy 
Cross Church on July 18. A reception at 2:30 with 
wine and cheese will be followed by the concert at 
3:00. 
 Upcoming events include: 

¥ Sunday September 12 will feature a jazz 
ensemble for Music For The Soul. 

¥ Sunday November 14 features faculty 
artists in residence at UNM in a group 
called the New Mexico Winds. 

¥ And for Sunday December 19, we are 
planning a special addition to the series. 
Details to follow later. 

August  I sot ope Out ing 
Will Mean Fir ewor ks 
Hardy Brothers wri tes:  
     A Holy Cross & Friends outing to an evening 
with the Albuquerque Isotopes is planned for 
Saturday August 7.  
     The Isotopes will be playing the Sacramento 
Rivercats for nine innings of rawhide fun. ItÕs an 
opportunity to keep up the Holy Cross charm. 
Every time Holy Cross has attended as a outing, 
the Isotopes have won.  
     Sign up on the door in the hall at church to help 
everyone get in for less. If we have 20 or more 
signup tickets will be $10.50, otherwise $14.  
     It all comes to the climax with fireworks follow 
the game.  

A Pr ayer  f or  Vacat ion 
     HereÕs a prayer for each of you to share as you 
begin each day of your travels this summer. May 
GodÕs angels watch over you and return you safety 
to our Parish family. 
     ÒO God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills 
the whole creation, and whose presence we find 
wherever we go: Preserve us as we travel this day; 
surround us with your loving care; protect us from 
every danger; and bring us in safety to our 
journeyÕs end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.Ó 

T 



 

Summer Reading Group 
Looking into the Afterlife  
     Holy Cross is joining a summer reading 
program organized through the Episcopal Church. 
The group will meet between services on Sundays 
starting as soon as we have the books in hand. 
WeÕll be reading bestseller Forgiving Ararat by 
Gita Nazareth. ItÕs about a young lawyer who dies 
unexpectedly and, in the afterlife, is chosen to join 
the elite lawyers who prosecute and defend souls 
at the Final Judgment.  
     According to the announcement of the 
program, itÕs designed to help Episcopal parishes 
experience a spiritually deeper summer and stay 
connected during summer vacation by reading one 
great book together. 
For more information and reviews please visit 
www.forgivingararat.com.  
     You can either obtain your own copy of the 
book or sign up on the door in the hall of the 
church if youÕd like a book ordered for you. The 
cost will be about $15. 
 

Holy Cr oss Member s Of f er ed 
Discount ed Pr ice f or  I CL 
     You often read the writings of Richard 
Valantasis and Doug Bleyle in Father RaymondÕs  
weekly email. They write for their Institute for 
Contemplative Living, and you can access the ICL 
website by being an associate.  
     Richard and Doug are offering Holy Cross 
memberships as associates for $50, which is half 
the usual annual fee. To find out more about the 
ICL, please check out the website:  
www.institute-contemplativeliving.org.  
If you are interested in joining, you can also talk 
with Father Raymond or Rich Ragle at church.  
 

Flowers for the Altar  
     We have a professional florist arranging our 
flowers, ÒWhat About the Flowers?Ó by Stephanie.      
When you sign up for flowers, you can choose to 
have either one, two or three arrangements at the 
altar. When youÕre contacted concerning the date 
you wish flowers to honor someone, please 
indicate the amount you wish to spend, and 
preference for flowers. If no preference is given, 
weÕll ask the florist to arrange what is appropriate.  

 

 

Anyone I nt er est ed in Host ing  
Euchar ist  in Your  Home? 
Father Raymond writes: 
     One of the special times IÕve enjoyed 
immensely is celebrating the Eucharist in the 
homes of you in the Parish. The Vestry has been 
talking about providing for more opportunities for 
celebrating together away from the church, so 
weÕre opening the door for anyone in the Parish to 
organize a Home Eucharist.  
    If you are interested, please call Father 
Raymond (934-6213) to arrange a date. As a host 
youÕd be responsible for inviting people from your 
neighborhood and fellow Holy Cross members 
who live in your area to the evening. This can be a 
potluck setting so the meal that follows may be a 
pitch-in to save the host the work of preparing a 
meal.  
     Generally, the Home Eucharist gathers people 
around a table for the service itself, and a dinner 
or potluck follows the celebration. These are great 
opportunities to introduce people to Holy Cross.   
 

Let t er s t o God 

 



 


